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Steven Pifer is a senior fellow 

with the Brookings Institution. 

His work focuses on arms 

control, Ukraine and Russia. He 

is author of The Eagle and the 

Trident: U.S.-Ukraine Relations 

in Turbulent Times and co-au-

thor of The Opportunity: Next 

Steps in Reducing Nuclear 

Arms. A retired Foreign Service 

officer, his more than 25 years 

with the State Department in-

cluded assignments as deputy 

assistant secretary of state 

with responsibilities for Russia 

and Ukraine, U.S. ambassa-

dor to Ukraine, and special 

assistant to the president and 

senior director for Russia, 

Ukraine and Eurasia on the 

National Security Council. He 

also served in Warsaw, Geneva, 

Moscow and London.

The Eagle and the 

Trident provides the 

first comprehensive 

account of the de-

velopment of U.S. 

diplomatic relations with 

an independent Ukraine, cov-

ering the years 1992 through 

2004 following the collapse of 

the Soviet Union.


